Economic Analysis

An cconomic aralysis has documented some
of the many benefies ganed from the Texas
Ok Wilt Suppression Project for the pericd
1988 through 1997,

The toral investment of 37.5 million of
Projecr funds {cosr shares plus aperational
expenses) has saved central Texas
communitics an estimaced 343 million in
tree removal, replanting, and fungicide
injections alone by halting the spread of oak
wilr centers. The dallar value of the many
oak trees swved inrural and urban areas by
conperative suppression and public avarcmess
efforts is immeasurzlle.

Coordination with
Other Programs

The Texas Forest Service field foresters in
centeal Texas whoe deliver the Oak Wil
suppresion Project also are invelved in
various other stace and tederal forestey
pragrams. These inclede urban forestry,
stewardship, insect and disease management,
and fire prevention and control, Thas
integration of multiple federal and stare
forestry programs is uniquee and works to che
benefit of cencral Texas clicieele.

In addition ro prow iding vechnical assistance
on oak wilt, TFS foresters can provide the
same Landovwners with recommendations on
tree maintenance and protection. Chalified
landowners also may receive cose shares for

tree planting and other stewardship pracrices.

Partnerships

The following agencics of SUPRORT gronps
are invalved with the Texas Cak Wil
Suppression Project:

* Texas Forest Service

= IS4 Forest Service, Forest Health
Frotectiarn

= Texas Agricultural Extension Service

= Texas Agricultural Experiment Station

= Texas Historical Commission

= U3 Army Corps of Engineers

= 1J5 Fish and Wildlife Service

= Lower Colorado River Authority

= City of Austin

= Travis County

= Oeher Ciry and County Governments

= Meighborhood Associations

= Private Landowners

More Information

For more information on oak wile or the
Texas Cak WAl Suppression Project,
contact your nearsst Texas Porest
Service office ar:

Tewas Forest Service

B, Box 15083

Austin, Texas TETE1-5083
Phone: (512) 3717011
e-mail: thaus@swhell.ner
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The Problem

Live oaks, the mose common and prized
trecs throughout central Texas, are dying in
large numbers. A native funeal disease
known as oak wilt is killing rural and

wrban oak teees from Dallas to San Antonio.

The Response

To address the cak wilt problem in Texas
{first diseovered in Dallas i 1961), the
Texas Forest Service indtiated the
Cooperative Oak Wilt Suppression
Project in 1988, Funding te date has been
provided primarily by the TUSDA Forest
Service/Forest Health Protection and the
Texas Forest Service.

Objectives

The primary goal of the Suppression Project
is to reduce porential losses of rrees to oak
wilt in rural and urban lanrlm:n]'u:s in central
Texas through a coordinated program of
public awareness, rechnical assistance, and
rreatment cost shares,

Public Awareness

Tramed specialists with the Texas Forest
Service, Texas Agricultural Extension
Service, City of Austin, and orher
:;m}'ﬂ:rnting AFEnCIes have educatsd
thousands of central Texas landowners abou
oake wilt,

Many diffecent approaches are being used w
inform the Fuhl:ir.'_ om how to TCOpTIzE and
cope with cak wilt, These include news
articles, cireulars, landowner workshops and
rours, neighborhood meetings, on-sitc visits,
phota displays, television coverage, and
Internet web pages.

In cooperation with the Lower Colorado
River Authority, an oak wilt informational
lime {312-473-3317) has been established
to answer the most commonly-asked
guestions about oak wilt.

Suppression Accomplishments

Acrial detection surveys have been
conducted over most of cencral Texas to
document the abundance and distribution of
cak wilt centers. To dare, oak wilt has been
identified from 55 counties in central
Texas and six counties in west Texas (see
imap on inside page). Infection levels are
most severe in the counties located along
the Intersrare-39 corridor, from Dallas/Fort
Worth to San Antonic.

Working in partnership with privare
landowners, neighborhood associations,

ciries, and state and federal apencies, the
Texas Forest Service has implemented maore
than 53 millien in cost-shared control
trearments since the project began, Half
the costs were covered by federal funds.

In live oaks, the disease may spread through
intﬂfC(JHDL‘EEEd TexaL H'ﬁ’ﬁtﬂlﬂﬁ- AL rales Up fi{u]
100 feer per year in urban and ruml sires.
To hale this tree-to-tree spread, more than
2 million feet {4004 miles} of barrier
trenches have been installed in 34 affecred
l:l:,'l'l,.lTl:l'il:ﬁ-. I:::Il.'l ﬂ\rﬂmgﬂ'l ?DL}LI H'F t]'I.L' t]'L'TIlL']'Il:E-
installed since 1990 have successfully
halted cak wilt spread, with no need for
TETreamEnt.

With Project assistance, over 7,000 live
oaks have been injected wich the fungicide
Alame®. In addirion, scveral hundred
infected red vaks have been eliminared
*;4.[:1'|.|,!|;1.|i1§.r to reduce |nng distance spn:.‘t'.l of
e disease by insects carrying cak wilt
F-I!{'IITI.':.':.

Long-term Strategy

Tor assure a healthy forest in central Texas
for furure penerations, the long-term strategy
for management of cak wilt calls for:

= Prommening more diversified rural and
urban forests of live oaks intermixed
with other native trees, and

= Educaring Texans about oak wile, its
wdentification, prevention and coneeol.



Oak Wilt
in

The counties in Texas with cak wilt cover an area
larger than Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusets,

Tinpaece of oak wile in rueal sive
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Live onks killed by oak wilt in subuckan or raral cestdencial site
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